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JOHN Cooney is lining
up “a big year” in blue
this season as Leinster
start their initial prepa-
rations for the 2012/13
season, with a memora-
ble close to the last sea-
_ son fresh in the mind.
He was the unlikely
recipient of a Heineken
Cup medal a couple of
months ago in Twick-
enham, coming into the
match day squad just an
- hourbefore the final got
under way and making
his debut with six min-
utes left on the clock. -
During that time, the
22-year-old scrum-half
had enough time to play
his part in Heineke van
der Merwe’s try and
offer a glimpse of what
he can offer next term.
His entry to the game
was a surprise to many,
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not just to his friends
but to the player him-
self.

“A few of my mates
were at the game and
they saw me warm-up
and were wondering
‘what’s going on there?’
It was pretty special,”
he told GazetteSport at
Coolmine RFC where
he was meeting some of
the stars of the future at
a Leinster Rugby sum-

-mer camp.

Despite waiting on
tenterhooks for much
of the week, Cooney
said he was confident
he could do a job if
called upon.

“Itwas a mad week in
general. I started run-
ning on the wing with
the second team on the
Monday.

“Both scrum halves
got niggles so I had to
do all the first team
trainings for the week.

Isaac Boss said he felt
alright on the Satur-
day but I was told if he
couldn’t kick properly,
I'd be in [for the final].
“It was only five min-
utes before the proper
warm-up, I was told I
was in: That was about
an hour or 50 minutes
be.fore the game. I had
beei1 prepared anyway.
I was lucky that I'd
prepa.-ed the moves so
I felt quiite confident. I
was tolc! to be ready.

Nerves

“I was 1more nervous
before the game but,
when I came on, we
were 20 po ints up. Iwas
happy to b¢: involved in
making atry. I gotafew
nice touclies and was
nearly in a nother time
but [Gordon] D’Arcy
dropped the ball but
that happeiis.”

Despite reported

interest from Scotland,
the former De La Salle
Palmerston youth play-
er and Irish U-20s regu-
lar agreed an extension
to his contract in early
May, prior to the final,
with the province.

Those suggestions
came as a result of his
father’s héritage as a
Blantyre man but he
says Leinster and Ire-
land will always come
first.

“I can play for Scot-
land if I wanted to but I
want to see how things
go here first. It’s always
a good fall-back option
but definitely not at the
moment. ‘

“This will hopefully
be a big year [with
Leinster]. With the
experience of Isaac
Boss and Eoin Red-
dan, you always pick
up a good few pointers
off them. They’re real-

ly approachable and
always helpful.”

His emotional ties
also stay close to his
heart, currently with
Lansdowne, but also
with DLSP.

“I started there at
U-16s in fourth year
because I wasn’t play-
ing senior cup so I'd go
down on Saturdays and
Sundays. We did pretty
well; I think we finished
second in our league
and I enjoyed it.

“My brother Francis
played up there. He’s
finished up now but he
plays the odd time at
J1 and says he runs the
show. With him, I put
one of my U-20 jerseys
up there recently.

“It’s nice to still have
that connection. It’s a
good club and a lot of
yourfg Gonzaga [his
alma mater] guys going
up there now.”




